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OLPP CELEBRATES 16th PARISH FIESTA
By Sr. HELEN PALACAY, fmij

I

t’s all hands on deck as preparations for the 2015 Our
Lady of Pentecost Parish Fiesta go on full swing,
highlighted by a series of nine-day novena masses
leading to the actual fiesta mass on May 24, with no less
than Bishop Honesto F. Ongtioco of the Diocese of Cubao
presiding.
This year’s fiesta theme is “Lumina Pandere”, that is, to
spread the light and to tell the world of God’s love, based
on the key message of Pope Francis during his concluding
mass at Luneta at the recent papal visit. “Light” has a very
symbolic meaning during Pentecost and the organizing
committee hopes that this will bring about not just an
enjoyment of festivities but most of all, an in-depth
celebration that calls the parishioners to respond to their
Christian mission.
To support this theme, the parish has revealed a line
up of activities that invites parishioners to participate in
both spiritual and communal experiences.
Novena masses in honor of Our Lady of Pentecost starts
on May 15 and culminates on May 23, eve of the actual
feast day. Different guest priests who were involved in the
recent papal visit were invited to celebrate with the
community and reflect on selected messages of Pope
Francis during his trip to the Philippines. These themes
APRIL-JUNE 2015

pose challenges and at the same time, bear spiritual
nourishment for all the attendees – not just by bringing
back memories of the papal visit, but also pondering once
again on his repeated call to be better children of God.
Aside from the novena masses, there will be various
activities where parishioners can converge either as
participants or sponsors.
A medical-dental mission is scheduled on May 16,
specifically targeting the health needs of children and the
elderly. This annual activity, spearheaded by the parish
ministry for social service and development, has always
proven to be helpful in providing assistance especially to
those living in the peripheries of the community. Always
popular with the young and the young at heart, a “Fun Run,
Fun Walk and Dance Marathon” will also boost healthy
activities that are good for the heart and soul.
For spiritual assistance, there will be a Marian Vigil on
May 22, a renewal mass for OLPP volunteers on May 23
followed by a procession, and the yearly “Kumpilang Bayan”
on the fiesta day itself. According to the Parish Pastoral
Council, they have decided to retain these activities after
receiving positive feedback from the people who
participated in these events last year.
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Lumina Pandere
By Fr. Dennis Soriano

Parish Priest
Our Lady of Pentecost Parish

I

t was in Quirino Grandstand, at the back of the altar,
after giving communion to the choir, staring at Pope
Francis on TV, I realized that this was the last public mass
of the Holy Father in his Apostolic Visit to the Philippines.
What was I doing there watching Pope Francis on TV when
I could watch him in person? I immediately got up, went to
the stage, stood at the side of the altar and remained there
staring at Pope Francis; watching his every move and
listening to his every word. He stood up for the Post
Communion Prayer. After the prayer, final messages were
given by Archbishop Soc Villegas and by Cardinal Chito
Tagle. Then, a lighted candle was handed to Pope Francis
as the millions in Luneta were asked to have their candles
lit. Deacons proclaimed the mystery of light in the story of
our salvation. Then, with raised candle, in a soft, yet clear
voice, Pope Francis exhorted all of us: “Lumina pandere!”
(To spread the light.)”This is the mission of every Christian:
lumina pandere, to spread the light and to tell the world of
God’s love.” These words stuck to me. They never left me
and, I guess, never will.

This year, as we celebrate our 16 th Parish Fiesta, we
remember the wonderful grace every Filipino experienced
in the visit of the Holy Father to our nation. We look back to
the Apostolic Visit of Pope Francis last January to ensure
that his mission and his message take root in our hearts
and in our communities. In particular we focus on his
challenge to all of us, uttered when he was in Luneta at the
conclusion of the Celebration of Senor Santo Nino: Lumina
Pandere! To spread the light!

We have been enlightened with the visit of the Holy Father.
How are we to share this light? How are we to spread the
light?
Pope Francis, in his messages and homilies during his stay
among us, offers us ways how to keep and spread the light
of Christ. We spread the light by treating the poor fairly (1st
day), by protecting our families (3rd day), by welcoming and
cherishing children (4thday), by journeying with the youth
(5th day), and by being good stewards of creation (6th day).
Spreading the light of Christ is not only about reaching out
or sharing. We can only spread the light if we are able to
keep that light with us. This we do by embracing the mystery
of the cross (7th day), by living in spiritual poverty (2nd day),
by keeping the faith (8thday), and by the power of the Holy
Spirit (9th day).
We celebrate our Parish Fiesta on Pentecost Sunday (May
24,2015). We celebrate with the great fire of the Holy Spirit
descending upon Mary and the disciples as they waited in
prayer at the Upper Room. We celebrate with the light of
the Lord. We celebrate with the fire of Spirit. May this fire fill
all of us, in order that the visit of Pope Francis may not just
remain a memory that warms our hearts, but become a
powerful impetus for us to go out and spread the light of
Christ.
Happy Fiesta po! Mabuhay ang OLPP!
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THE EFFECTS OF POPE FRANCIS’ VISIT ON ME
By Eric de Quiros

E

ver since Pope Francis left, I still see and imagine his smiling face during odd moments of the day. He affected the lives of so
many of my fellow Filipinos. But what effects did his visit have on me?
First, I think his visit made me remember a neglected, forgotten fact in my life: That there is a GOD, and that this GOD
unconditionally loves me. This truth has somewhat eased the pains which I feel when crises strike. It has also made me try to
love and appreciate myself a little bit more. Moreover, it has made me more prayerful and lessened my desire to be an atheist.
Second, his words in one or two of his speeches during his visit struck a resonant chord within me. “The greatest subject is
learning how to live” and “Do not lose your capacity to dream or else you lose your ability to love” were these words. They stirred
the depths of my soul and led me to ask if I could still lead a new life. This despite all the regrets which I currently have, due to
all the mistakes I made in the past. The answer is I cannot lead a new life but I can learn to dream and live a life free from regrets,
one day at a time.
Third and last, Pope Francis’ visit renewed my hope in a better Philippines. His visit wasn’t a coincidence it was God’s will
and God’s way of saying, that if we practice mercy and compassion towards each other not just for five days, but for a lifetime,
there will be true national growth and prosperity.
These are the effects which Pope Francis’ visit had on me.

HE SEES US EVEN IN OUR INVISIBILITY
By Eleonor R. Dionisio

O

ne of my many moments of grace during the Holy Father’s
visit occurred as I was walking past a video screen on Roxas
Boulevard, on the way to the Mass at the Luneta, with a
group of fellow lectors, mostly women. The screen was showing a
replay of the Holy Father ’s meeting with youth and leaders of
other faiths at the University of Sto. Tomas. At that very moment I
heard him say: “Así que cuando venga el próximo Papa que haya
más mujeres.”
He had noticed that women were underrepresented among the
speakers; perhaps, too, among the listeners who occupied the
best places. Perhaps he had noticed this at other invitational
events as well. One of my priest friends reports a lament made to
him by a religious sister that at the Mass for the clergy and religious
at the Manila Cathedral, consecrated women had been relegated
to the side pews.
No one had publicly remarked on this relative invisibilization
of women—except the Holy Father.
This remark demonstrates one quality of the Holy Father that
channels Jesus: the capacity to see those who are invisibilized
and undervalued. Jesus’ eyes looked for those who were thought
to have little worth in the society of his time—the poor, the sick,
women, children. At times he deliberately called attention to
them, holding them up, in a most unexpected way, as models of
virtue, faith, love, and purity: the widow giving all the little she
owned to the temple; the woman with a hemorrhage who touched
his cloak; the woman of unsavory reputation who washed his feet;
the children whom his disciples tried to keep away from him. The
Holy Father’s eyes radiate this loving, preferential gaze of Jesus
upon the invisibilized.
Passing the Holy Father ’s image on the screen on Roxas
Boulevard as he put out his call for women to be made present, I
wanted to call back: “We are here, Holy Father! We build the
Church. We keep the Church alive. We are the Church. Even if you
can’t always see us.”
But there really was no need to tell him that. I have no doubt
that he sees—just as Jesus sees.
xxx
APRIL-JUNE 2015
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REFLECTION:

Lessons from the “World’s Richest Man”
in the Year of the Poor
By FR. BENNO OLA

F

or 2015, the Catholic Bishops Conference of the
Philippines announced the theme “Year of the Poor,” mostly
as its response to the call of Pope Francis that “Christians,
with the help of their pastors, are called to hear the cry of the
poor” (Evangelii Gaudium, 191) and in particular, as a special
advocacy in commemoration of the Holy Father’s pastoral visit
here last January. The theme is also unusually apt for a country
with a population of 100 million but where approximately 30 per
cent live below the poverty line.
Last April, another prominent figure visited the Philippines
but this time, with less fanfare than the pope. While he is not the
leader of a nation or religion, this man has secured his place in
history for helping change and shape the way we communicate
in today’s world. He has also topped the list of Forbes Magazines’
World’s Wealthiest People 16 out of 21 years, including 2015.
Bill Gates founded the world’s largest software business,
Microsoft Corporation and his current assets are estimated at
US $76 billion dollars. The renown of his technological genius
is matched only by his generosity as a philanthropist. In 2000,
Gates and his wife created the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
which focuses on the global problems that are ignored by
governments and other organizations. In the last 15 years, it has
been reported that the Gates’ have given over US $28 billion of
their personal wealth to charity through this foundation.
The couple and their three children came to the Philippines
last April on board a private jet, for what they said to be a “personal
vacation.” However, this did not deter them from visiting one of
the projects their foundation support – the Golden Rice project
being developed at the International Rice Research Institute in
Laguna, which they visited quietly, low profile and with no security
escorts.
Last year, Gates made a stir when he revealed in the March
issue of Rolling Stones that his family goes to a Catholic church
(where his wife belongs and in which he participates in) and that
religious morality inspires much of his charity work. Catholic
teachings on social issues and morality have motivated this
couple to care for human beings problem around the world so
much that about 50% per cent of their earnings have been given
to the poor.
In that said interview, Gates explained: “The moral systems
of religion, I think, are super important. We have raised our kids
in a religious way… I have been lucky, and therefore I owe it to try
and reduce the inequity in the world. And that’s kind of a religious
belief. I mean, it’s a least a moral belief.”
Asked if he believed in God, the world’s richest man replied:
“I think it makes sense to believe in God, but exactly what decision
in your life you make differently because of it, I don’t know.”
APRIL-JUNE 2015

The interview presents to us three major points that comprise
a very timely message for us. First, that the moral systems of
religion are “super important.” Second is the value of parental
education. And third, that the world’s richest man always
remembers the poor.
While they are among the wealthiest, and presumably one
of the busiest, couples in the world, Bill and Melinda Gates choose
to raise their children in a religious way. The moral systems in
Catholic’s teaching provide the basic principles of their life. It is
reported that Bill Gates will only leave US $5 million dollars for
his kids. According to him, they have to work for their own money
and not sit around and spend what he gives them. Bill and Melinda
Gates are teaching their children to stand on hard work, which is
a Christian characteristic.
Most importantly, he always remembers the poor. Bill Gates
realizes that he has indeed been very lucky in his life. He can buy
anything he and his family could ever want. But he remembers,
in the prosperity of his own life, that he owes something to the
poor and that he has to do something for them.
By announcing The Year of the Poor, the CBCP invites the
whole Church in the Philippines to focus on the poverty around
them – to open their eyes to the abuse and the abandonment
that often come with this social problem. We are also invited to
be a more simple Church, not just as an institution but as the
individuals that comprise it.
Bill and Melinda Gates can become examples for all of
Catholics, especially those who have been lucky in life. When we
are at the top of our success, may we never forget that our faith
and moral system as Catholics are important values that should
guide us. May we constantly remember that God calls us to share
ourselves and our belongings to others as part of our personal
lifestyle.
Whatever is our situation in life, may our faith drive us to
share our love to others.
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“I want to say one word to you and this
word is joy. Wherever consecrated
people are, there is always joy!”
– Pope Francis

Consecrated Life: Attraction to a deeper joy
By SR. HELEN PALACAY, fmij

W

hen Pope Francis announced 2014-2015 as the Year of
the Consecrated Life, many were amazed when he
encouraged the young religious men and women to “go out
the doors of your convents.” Indeed, not a few were challenged!
As religious, we may ask ourselves: what could be his
main motive for saying this? Already, we often see consecrated
persons working many areas where there is a need. So the
challenge of the Pope is probably not about the physical
movement alone but most likely a call to capture the interiority
of these people on how they will be able to get out those
“doors” with a deeper sense of joy.
It is a given that religious life is not as appealing to the
youth and professionals of this generation as it was many
decades ago. And why is that? There might be no direct
answer to this, nor any concrete proof or evidence as to why
the interest has diminished. But looking deept, we can venture
to ask: Has vocation really lost its “fruit” to attract?
In the fast-paced digital age, where advances in science
and issues like consumerism and individualism hold sway,
we may say that even though this “fruit” still exists, it is being
overpowered by many other “fruits” which make it harder to
discover within.
Vocation usually all boils down to how a person goes
deeper into one’s self. Some seekers ask for visible signs.
There are also the never ending queries “Lord if…” or “When
I…” that call for external affirmations. In both situations, if

there is no physical manifestation of an answer, the what will
happen to that fruit of vocation?
At Pentecost, the Lord sent forth the tongues of fire as a
sign of the Holy Spirit. When we do not see these tongues of
fire anymore, don’t we still believe that the Holy Spirit is with
us? Just like in one’s vocation, maybe there are many who
have this desire but don’t know how to nurture or to respond to
the call of a religious life. Yes, it is difficult but once you listen,
truly listen to what is within you, then you’ll discover that there
is more to it than you can even think of.
St. Ignatius of Loyola was even called a “great
communicator” because of his holistic ability to listen to spiritual
conversation. When one discovers this vocation, it will unfold
piece by piece until one finds that so-called “deep joy” or what
St. Francis called the “perfect joy.” He knew that whatever
happens, as long as he is living out the will of God, then this
joy will never perish. It is not just a joy of laughter and cheers
but a deep sense of joy, fully trusting that even if you are caught
in life’s storms, you are able to be calm knowing that Jesus is
in command.
Religious life may be vague and evolving nowadays, but its
attraction will always be and will ever be the same. Just have
faith and listen well to God’s leading. Who knows, maybe
you’ll be able to learn from the great saints – to develop the
listening skills of Ignatius and experience the perfect joy of
Francis through the promptings of the Holy Spirit in answering
the call of consecrated life?

APRIL-JUNE 2015

5

SPIRIT IN THE WIND

OLPP strives to be a “church of the poor”
By FR. BENNO OLA

optometrists who do eye refraction. The ministry also
provides prescribed medicines and vitamins, reading
glasses, and tries to assist in the financial needs of
required laboratory tests,” Ligot added.
Another way the parish helps its less privileged
members is to provide skills training for possible
employment and assisting the participants in finding
jobs.
According to Ligot, there are about 20 volunteers
who help in implementing the different outreach
programs. In addition, the barangay chairman has been
very supportive in assisting the social services ministry
with their logistical needs. She emphasizes that the
indicator of the success of the programs is when there
are many volunteers involved just as there are many
beneficiaries, and that in the process there exists a
comfortable feeling between the villagers and the
indigent communities around the area.

R

esponding to the Holy Father’s pastoral visit theme of
“mercy and compassion”, as well as to the CBCP’s
pastoral theme for 2015 — the Year of the Poor – the OLPP
Parish Pastoral Council, through its social service and
development ministry, has signified its commitment to forge
on with the parish’s outreach programs for the less fortunate.
According to Maurice P. Ligot, head of the social service
and development ministry, the parish began initiating outreach
programs as soon as it was established in 1999.
“The outreach programs have prioritized the five poor areas
(of the parish) with families staying as informal settlers within
its boundaries,” she said. These programs include
educational scholarships for elementary and high school
students, as well as medical and dental missions held twice
a year.
“These medical and dental missions include basic
services like check-ups and tooth extraction. We also have
APRIL-JUNE 2015

The various outreach programs, including emergency
relief services like what the parish ministry extended
for victims of Typhoon Yolanda in 2013, can only be
carried out though the generous support of donors from
both within and outside the OLPP community. To
augment the needed funds, the social services and
development ministry also puts up its own fundraising
activities.
Having been involved in parish outreach programs for
many years, Ligot explains that there are many factors that
make the ministry challenging aside from the pressure to
raise funds. They also have to hurdle problems of availability
and conflict of schedules among the volunteers, since most
of them also have their own jobs and families to attend to. At
the same time, there are many other problems involving
poverty that need to be addressed aside from the work that
they are already doing.
Nevertheless, the energetic parish leader said that she
and other volunteers experience incomparable happiness
when they realize that with their efforts and sacrifices, they
are able to help and uplift the lives of the less fortunate in
their midst.
“I hope that the parish continues to be a church of the poor,”
she says.
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Easter Vigil lectors 2015

Washing of the feet
Easter Vigil servers

Holy Thursday - Altar
of Repose 2015

Good Friday Stations of the cross

Easter Sunday Salubong 2015
Holy Tuesday
Pabasa

Holy Thursday - Altar of Repose 2015

Palm Sunday 2015
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Easter Vigil servers
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TUESDAYS WITH JESUS AT OLPP
By Jojo and Ditsy Sumpaico

H

ave you ever tried opening your eyes while your
head is still bowed in silent thanksgiving prayer
after Holy Communion? Praying and trying to
communicate with the Lord but at the same time
looking at the rubber shoes and dusty slippers, flip
flops of all kinds and sizes, bling blings in different
colors? Then in an out of sync mode, a dirty, long
nailed pair of bare feet appears…you look up and see
a curious street kid lining up too but not quite
knowing what he’s lining up for. Just following and
wishing “baka may pagkain?” And as he gets nearer
the priest who was distributing communion, he does
a fast exit and disappears. This was my experience
during the Chrism Mass outside the Immaculate
Conception Cathedral and the images have not left
me.

Again on Tuesday evenings in the parish, tired,
we ask in despair, “Oh Lord, why do I have to give this
session tonight? I am missing my favorite teleserye
again and it is on its final week. I don’t need to do
this, Lord, ikaw naman, bakit?”

“Go to the peripheries” says my still jolted mind.
But who is the periphery? Who is this bare-footed kid?

ROOTED in the Lord as air is to life and water is to
sustenance! Somehow the desire to intimately be
immersed and embraced by Jesus triggers and
sustains the service. Many unpredictable times the
service is transformed into intimate encounters with
the persons Jesus loves unconditionally, unbelievably.
And His poor do have names. They are His friends.
They belong to Him. And they’re not far away. They’re
up close and personal. They plod through their own
Tagalog bibles, write on their almost finished
notebooks, share their sad and joyful family life
stories and slowly walk home with biscuits in their
hand talking about the sharings they heard that
Tuesday evening.

We do have them in our parish. Do they have
names? Or are they just part of the attendance sheets
that are signed every other Tuesday when they attend
formation meetings? Are they friends or just attendees
of a session they are required to attend because their
sons and daughters have been given a scholarship?
The barefoot street kid brings back a simple
question – what kind of a parish volunteer do I desire
to be? What grace from the Lord do I wish Him to
bestow on me so I can be truly present to His poor?
It brings three thoughts to mind as I reflect on
the Maundy Thursday experience: EMBODIED, GIVEN,
ROOTED.
EMBODIED in flesh driven by a Spirit. As we go
through the routine of preparing for the Tuesday
formation modules for the bi-monthly evening
meetings, we know that an integration is necessary
for the heart to fully understand, accept and live the
values taught by responsible parenthood, the tenets
of our faith, the 10 commandments, love of God and
love of neighbor. During the meeting we ask, “I
wonder whether these 150 nanays and some
sprinkling of tatays have already eaten their dinner?”
Or “Did Nanay Beth leave her husband snoring
endlessly after an afternoon of drinking? And we go
through the session but at the end of the night, we
beg the Lord to make their hearts able to love and to
hope despite the raw realities and to experience the
fullness they so deserve given in service as a servant
does?
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I know..perhaps I can give a text message to my
makulit head and say I’m not feeling well tonight! We
don’t seem to have a choice. We are stuck to this
commitment! And yet we feel Jesus’ throbbing
presence.
Then I thought, did Jesus have a choice? Like a
faithful servant, He gave fully, totally till the end and
forever. Oh these awful Tuesday evenings – why oh
why oh why?

xxx
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UPDATE: SIKAP (Suporta para sa Iskolar na Kaparokya)
Despite free tuition, many students in public schools still drop out of school simply because their
families cannot afford the costs of transportation, baon and other school needs.
SIKAP helps poor students from the parish stay in school by providing allowances for
transportation, food, school-wear, supplies and other needs.SIKAP also gives the students and
their families opportunities for formation in the faith.
Assistance package
Students who qualify for the SIKAP program receive monthly
allowances of five hundred pesos (P500), and a start-of-the year
allowance of one thousand pesos (P1000) for uniforms, shoes and
supplies. Graduating students are given an allowance of four
hundred pesos (P400) to help with graduation expenses. Students
who finish the schoolyear in the top ten of their class are given
cash gifts of five hundred pesos (P500) each.
SIKAP students also receive tutorial help as needed. Many of
them also receive catechetical formation through the parish’s BINHI
program. Their parents and families also benefit from formation
activities, since the parents of SIKAP students are asked to
participate in the parish’s Family and Life program.
Profile of SIKAP students

•

All SIKAP students passed SY 2013-2014. Fourteen (14) submitted
school certificates showing that they had finished the year in the top
ten of their class.

Jade Marie Azucenas graduated from Batino Elementary School in
SY 2012-2013 as grade school salutatorian. She is now in Grade
8 at the Quirino Elementary School and is part of what is called
the star section. She is a member of the school choir and the
school newsletter club. She is also a member of one of OLPP’s
choirs.
Jericho Kinilitan was a SIKAP student who experienced bullying in
the public schools he attended. Traumatized, he dropped out.
Given another chance by SIKAP, he took the entrance exam for
the Filipino Child Development School, which accommodates
and helps disadvantaged students like him. He passed, and is
now in Grade 8 in that school. His parents are able to pay his
tuition with the help of a cooperative. SIKAP continues to
support him with its educational assistance package. He is
now doing well, and received second honors in SY 2013-2014.

APRIL-JUNE 2015
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Four members of the OLPP Youth Ministry joined
the JesuPolis 2015 the Annual Summer Camp of
the Ministry of Youth Affairs (Diocese of Cubao)
last April 8 – 10 at Saint John Mary Vianney
Retreat House, Norzagaray, Bulacan.

Parish Youth Ministry
Representatives.
(Second St. Paul
Parish Youth Bible
Encounter Diocesan
Level. )
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Flores De Mayo 2015 preparations and classes in the
different areas of the parish. Led by one of the youth
leaders Carla Mijares and the graduates of the Jesus
and Me Young Leaders Camp Batch 1, 2 and 3.
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A S
ACRED VISIT
SA
By Margarette Anne Q. Garciano

O

n the 16th of January, I was able to witness the direct
representative of God on earth. I remember the day
clearly, my family and I waited for thirteen hours in Mall
of Asia just for us to see the Pope. I admit, it was an agonizing
thirteen-hour wait, but at the end of the day, it was definitely
all worth it. Pope Francis’ presence was something different.
I felt his genuine and kind heart as I first laid eyes on him
when he finally showed up in the crowd. He was the most
adorable pope and I’m sure I was not the only one who wanted
to run to him and give him the biggest hug. As he passed by
my direction, I was blessed with a wave and smile from him
and until this day, I cherish that moment, because it’s not
everyday that you experience something that extraordinary.
“Allow yourselves to be surprised by God. Don’t be
afraid of surprises. They shake the ground beneath our feet
and make us insecure, but they move us forward in the right
direction.” I kept this message from Pope Francis within me.
These words of his inspired me to become courageous
especially when things tend to get very tough. One thing
that we should all remember is that God will always provide
and no matter what the circumstances, He will never abandon
us. One thing I learned about life is that it will never be perfect.
It’s a learning path that leads us to His true word and a better
version of ourselves. As Pope Francis said, we should allow
ourselves to be surprised by God and that we should not be
afraid of surprises because what God has in store of us will
always become better than what we have planned out for
ourselves.
A sacred visit by our beloved Pope Francis taught us
numerous things. Although, it is by choice if one is willing to
be open with these lessons shared. For those who truly felt
the presence of our pope, through flesh or through television,
remind yourselves with the things he had said. Elicit your
own experience and the emotions that you had. Recall how
the papal visit was able to inspire a number of Filipinos and
how it is now part of history. Remember all these things not
only at the back of your mind but also deep in your hearts. I
trust that going through life, if you remember, you will survive.

Ca
tc h i n g F i r e
at
By ANGELA URETA, aOCarm.

A

handful of frightened men, a grieving mother, perhaps a few
other women deemed too insignificant to even be mentioned.
They were all huddled together in secret room, praying,
consoling each other, and basically trying very hard to not to get
arrested for being followers of a condemned preacher.
None of them were ready for that unprecedented, life-changing
event that transformed each one of them from “zero” to “hero.” But
it happened, just as Jesus promised.
Pentecost — the living experience of the Holy Spirit. An event
closely linked with the communicative dimension of the Church,
symbolized by the “fire” of the Holy Spirit who wants to express
and share His fullness with mankind. This same Holy Spirit created
the Church on Pentecost and empowered the Apostles to
communicate the Gospel, changing their fear and silence to
courage and boldness.
The late Archbishop of Milan, Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini
S.J., called the experience of Pentecost the “Gospel of
Communication”. Through it, the “confusion of Babel was
overcome” and by the descent of the Spirit, the “miracle of tongues
was experienced by both the disciples and their listeners.” (Acts
2, 3-12)
Babel closed the communication channel between God and
man; Pentecost restored it.
The sending of the Church is the continuation of Christ’s
mission. It is also signifies the inherent commitment of the Church
to continue its pastoral and evangelizing communication mission
today.
As Christians, we are all called to communicate Christ, not
only by our words but most especially by the way we live. A person
filled with the Holy Spirit can face the usual problems and
struggles of daily life with integrity, harmony and peace.
It is through these day-to-day experiences of one’s life that
the Spirit leads a person to “God-experience”. This, in turn, inspires
us and gives us the courage to show God’s preferential love for
the poor and the abandoned. It makes our voices heard in
upholding social justice and living out the beatitudes.

Bayard team composed of Jaypee Calleja, Fr. Gilles
Blouin AA and Tessa Mangahas present the Papal
Liturgy Book to Cardinal Chito Tagle
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The Spirit of Pentecost dares us to BECOME THE GOOD NEWS,
not merely to profess it.
Are we up to the challenge?
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SPIRIT IN THE WIND

MASSES

Lumina Pandere (To Spread the Light)
This is the mission of every Christian;

Day 1: May 15, 2015 Friday, 6:30pm
Theme: I ask that the poor throughout this country be treated
fairly – that their dignity be respected, that political and
economic policies be just and inclusive, that opportunities for
employment and education be developed, and that obstacles
to the delivery of social services be removed.(Undelivered
Message, Palo)
Presider: Rev. Fr. Rolando “Rolly” Garcia Jr.
Asst. Secretary, Apostolic Nunciature
Sponsors: Escaler-Katipunan, Family and Life Ministry

Day 2: may 16, 2015 Saturday, 530pm
Theme: Only by becoming poor ourselves, by stripping away
our complacency, will we be able to identify with the least of
our brothers and sisters. (Homily, Manila Cathedral)
Presider: Rev. Fr. Arnel dC. Aquino, SJ
Spiritual Director, San Jose Seminary; Professor, Loyola
School of Theology
Sponsors: Religious Men and Women of OLPP

Day 3: May 17, 2015 Sunday, 530pm
Theme: Every threat to the family is a threat to society
itself. The future of humanity, as Saint John Paul II
often said, passes through the family. So protect
your families! (Message, MOA Arena)
Presider: Rev. Fr. Carmelo “Jek-Jek” Arada
Asst. Parish Priest, Most Holy Trinity Parish,
Balic-Balic
Sponsors: Catechetical Ministry, Social
Services and Dev’t Ministry
Adorers of the Eucharist, Xavierville 1, Ministry
of Lectors and Commentators

Presider: Rev. Fr. Jimmy Marquez
Parish Priest, Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Mandaluyong
Sponsor: Formation Ministry, Tahanan ng Panginoon
Xavierville 3, Devotion to our Lady of Pentecost

Day 6: May 20, 2015 Wednesday,
6:30pm
Theme: As stewards of God’s creation, we are called to make
the earth a beautiful garden for the human family. When we
destroy our forests, ravage our soil and pollute our seas, we
betray that noble calling. (Undelivered Message, UST)
Presider: Rev. Fr. Genaro “Genie” Diwa
Executive Secretary, Episcopal Commission on Liturgy
Minister Archdiocese of Manila Liturgical Commission
Sponsors: Mother Butlers Guild, Legion of Mary, Daantubo

Day 7 : May 21,2015 Thursday, 6:30pm
Theme: I have come to tell you that Jesus is Lord. And he
never lets us down. […]
Jesus is there, nailed to the
cross, and from there he does not let us down.
(Homily, Tacloban)
Presider: Rev. Fr. Emmanuel “Pong” del Rosario
Parish Priest, Resurrection of our Lord Parish,
Paltok
Incoming Parish Priest, St Joseph the Worker,
Balintawak
Sponsors: Extra-Ordinary Ministers of the Holy
Communion,
Divine Mercy Apostolate, Jocson-Meralco,
SIKAP

Day 8 : may 22, 2015 Friday,
6:30pm

Theme: We need to see each child as a gift to be welcomed,
cherished and protected. […] Not allowing them to be robbed
of hope and condemned to life on the streets. (Homily, Luneta)
Presider: Rev. Fr. Hans Magdurulang
Asst. Parish Priest, San Felipe Neri Parish, Mandaluyong
Sponsor: Youth Ministry, Apostleship of Prayer, Marytown
Ronas Garden, Xavierville Ave.

Theme: Faith does not remove us from the world,
but draws us more deeply into it. Each of us, in fact, has a
special role in preparing for the coming of God’s kingdom in
our world. (Message MOA Arena)
Presider: Rev. Fr. Carlo “Caloy” del Rosario
Asst. Parish Priest, San Fernando de Dilao Parish, Paco
Manila
Sponsors: Public Affairs Ministry, Music Ministry, Family Rosary
Crusade, Ministry of Altar Servers, Park 7, Varsity Hills (Lower)

Day 5: May 19, 2015 TUESDAy, 6:30pm

Day 9 : May 23, 2015 Saturday, 5:30pm

Day 4: May 18, 2015 MONDAY,
6:30pm

Theme: Be present to the young people who may be confused
and despondent, yet continue to see the Church as their friend
on the journey and a source of hope. Be present to those who,
living in the midst of a society burdened by poverty and
corruption, are broken in spirit, tempted to give up, to leave
school and to live on the streets. (Homily, Manila Cathedral)

APRIL-JUNE 2015

Theme: You will encounter opposition, negativity,
discouragement, and even ridicule. But you have received a
gift which enables you to rise above those difficulties. It is the
gift of the Holy Spirit. (Undelivered Message, UST)
Presider: Rev. Fr. Dennis Soriano, OLPP Parish Priest
Sponsors: Ministry of Greeters & Collectors, Multimedia,
Xavierville2, Varsity Hills (upper)
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